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Hello!
We’re here because we 

love using technology in 
fun and creative ways to 

support our students 
and their families. 
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A Little About Us: Lynsey Lobdell

◆ AAC Program Director, Children’s Therapy TEAM
◆ Northwest Arkansas - 4 clinics
◆ Ages Birth-21
◆ Wide range of diagnoses

◆ Support, training/coaching, and implementation 
assistance for all AAC users across clinics
◆ Families
◆ Treatment teams
◆ School/private partnerships

◆ Trials, evaluations, and funding support

A Little About Us: Brie Norton

◆ Bentonville School District, Northwest Arkansas
◆ District wide support for all AAC users

◇ Over 150 students using AAC
◆ My role: training, coaching, problem-solving, 

troubleshooting technology, collaboration, 
co-treats with outside therapists, and 
conducting AAC evaluations

Objectives
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Explain 
technology 

requirements 
and setup for 
maximizing 
engagement

 

Name at least 
10 tools to 

engage your 
virtual 

learners 

Name at least 
3 resources 

for premade 
activities and 

materials 

Describe how 
to modify and 

scaffold an 
activity based 

on a child’s 
goals and 

needs



Agenda

◆ Getting Started
◆ Tools to Engage All Learners
◆ Modifying and Scaffolding 
◆ Additional Resources 
◆ Conclusion and Questions
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Getting Started
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Getting Started: Technology

◆ Zoom (Free or paid account) 
◆ Google Meet 
◆ Camera/speaker
◆ Optional (but are they really!?)

◆ Two monitors 
◆ Wireless mouse
◆ Headset

9



Getting Started: Set the scene

◆ Share roles/expectations with parent and student
◆ Parent guidance = Increased success
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Getting Started: Set the scene
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◆ Create visuals for common tech issues
◆ Have a back up plan

Getting Started: Tips
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Tools to Engage 
All Learners
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Tools

◆ Materials from Home
◆ Boom Cards
◆ Videos
◆ Books
◆ Digital Resources
◆ PDFs
◆ Jamboards
◆ Virtual Field Trips
◆ Green Screen
◆ Interactive Powerpoints
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Materials from 
Home



Materials from Home
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◆ Not sure where to start? 
◆ Limited ability to sustain attention to screen
◆ Contextualized & authentic opportunities
◆ Have clear plan/goal and provide explicit instructions
◆ Therapist may have matching item, provide verbal instructions to 

parent, or use video/digital materials to support 

Materials from Home
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◆ Examples:
◆ Toys
◆ I Spy
◆ Scavenger hunts
◆ Show and tell 
◆ Crafts
◆ Barrier games

Materials from Home
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◆ Now is the time for PARENT COACHING!
◆ Discuss plan and expectations 
◆ Create clear and measurable goals
◆ Use evidence-based strategies!
◆ Seek additional training



Boom Cards

Boom Cards
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◆ Digital, self-checking, interactive activities
● One question at a time & instant feedback

◆ Create a FREE account
◆ Search for FREE activities
◆ Create and organize a library! 
◆ Send “fast pins” - no need to log in
◆ With a paid account assign cards and collect data 

wow.boomlearning.com

Boom Cards
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◆ Must be connected to the Internet 
◆ Play on modern browsers (Chrome, Safari, Firefox, and Edge) 
◆ Apps available for Android, iPads, iPhones, and Kindle Fires
◆ Compatible with Google Classroom™, SeeSaw, and other similar 

online platforms that permit you to assign by URL 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/


Boom Cards
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◆ Free account: Assign boom cards through a fast play link 
◆ Link valid for 14 days and directs students to play a "deck" of task cards
◆ After 14 days, can create a new link and continue to use
◆ Since students don't sign in - no data collected

◆ Premium account: Collect data and assign decks 
◆ $15-$35/year 
◆ Add students, assign decks, and see data 

Videos

Videos, Videos, and More Videos!
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◆ Types:
◆ Video modeling
◆ Animated Clips and Wordless Videos
◆ Commercials
◆ Books
◆ Many more!

◆ Where to find them: 
◆ YouTube/YouTube Kids
◆ Google
◆ PBS Kids
◆ Disney+ ($)
◆ Etc., Etc., Etc.



Video Modeling
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◆ Mode of teaching that uses video recording and equipment to provide a 
visual model of targeted behavior or skill:
◆ Basic Video Modeling
◆ Video Self-Modeling
◆ Point-of-View Modeling
◆ Video Prompting

Animated clips & Wordless videos
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◆ Engaging and short, without tons of language
◆ Pause to ask questions, figure out perspectives, 

predict, be a “social detective”, and create dialogue 
◆ Use screenshots to create static visuals

Commercials
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◆ Commercials are awesome because they are:
◆ Quick
◆ Relevant
◆ Include humor

◆ Use them for:
◆ Inferencing/predicting
◆ Story starters
◆ Non-verbal language
◆ Theory of Mind

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUm-vAOmV1o
https://www.speechtherapystore.com/wordless-videos-to-teach-problem-solving/
https://adventuresinspeechpathology.com/10-youtube-videos-you-need-for-social-skills-therapy/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGZNocni6zE


Books

Epic Books 
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◆ Unlimited access to 40,000 books, audiobooks, & 
videos for kids 12 and under

◆ Create an account using your district email address
◆ Get started! 

◆ Computer
◆ Smartboard
◆ Ipad/phone

Vooks
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◆ Library of animated storybooks and resources
◆ Free 7 day trial
◆ $4.99/month or $49.99-$100/year
◆ Buy for the classroom and receive free student accounts for home 

https://www.getepic.com/sign-in
https://www.getepic.com/sign-in


Books are always a good idea!
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◆ YouTube is a great FREE source!
◆ Shared reading
◆ Animated for increased engagement
◆ Pair this with other resources and share links 

with parents!
◆ Many authors offer content on their websites (often 

free!)
◆ Great for if you have a favorite author or special 

interest!

Safe Share
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Digital Resources



Everyday Speech
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◆ Evidence-based social-emotional platform with lesson plans, games, 
worksheets, and videos

◆ No-Prep curriculums are developmentally sequenced into skills, goals, and 
units guiding students to continually apply and build upon previously taught 
skills
◆ Interactive video modeling 
◆ Test student knowledge with games

SLP Now
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◆ Literacy-based 
◆ Caseload management tools 
◆ Library of 1,200+ evidence-based materials
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Ultimate SLP



Speecharcade.com
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Pink Cat
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◆ Educational Review Games
◆ Fun and engaging review games for any subject
◆ Choose from hundreds of prebuilt question sets 
◆ Create your own questions to meet the exact needs of your students

Other Resources
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PDFS

PDF Annotation
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◆ Download Adobe Reader for FREE!
◆ Create a digital layer of text, shapes, highlighter, or lines 

to markup a PDF 

Steps: 
◆ Open the document in Adobe Reader. If the PDF doesn’t 

automatically open using Adobe Reader on your 
computer, right click the document and click “Open with 
→ Adobe Reader”

◆ Select “Tools → Comment” to open the tools at the top of 
the window

◆ Mark it up!

PDF Annotation
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◆ TIP! You can also do this on tablets! On an iPad, you can use the preloaded 
Books app or download an annotation app such as Markup or XODO



Interactive PDFs
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◆ Interactive PDFs have ‘clickable’ 
buttons: select multiple choices or link 
to other pages 

◆ May have editable text boxes that 
allow word(s) to be typed in

◆ Can be used on:
◆ Computer
◆ Smartphone
◆ Tablet 

◆ Can also be printed!

Jam Boards

Jamboards
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◆ Cloud-based app that enables visual collaboration in real-time 
◆ Functions as a shared ‘whiteboard’ on each user’s screen
◆ Integrated with other Google Products (i.e. Search, Meet, Classroom, Drive)
◆ Available on: 

◆ App
◆ Tablets
◆ Smartphones
◆ Web browsers



Virtual Field Trips

Virtual Field Trips 
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◆ Guided exploration
◆ Organizes a collection of pre-screened, thematically based web 

pages into a learning experience
◆ Explore and see places, things, and people not normally seen 
◆ Cost-effective (often free!)

Virtual Field Trips 
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◆ Cover a wide range of things within a specific topic/environment or 
follow one thing over time

◆ Recorded video and live feed options!
◆ Explore and expand upon students’ interests

◆ Develop background knowledge



Virtual Field Trips 
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◆ Make your own!
◆ Target special interests or topics

◆ Develop activities involving places or things relevant to student 
and community

Green Screen

Why Green Screen? 

◆ Engaging
◆ Control
◆ Element of Surprise
◆ Authentic Communication 
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Why Green Screen? 

◆ Target any goal/objective - articulation, fluency, language, 
pragmatics

◆ Can be used for a variety of skills/activities
◆ Virtual Field Trips
◆ Interactive Stories
◆ Social Scenarios
◆ Activities of Daily Living
◆ Design your Own
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Why Green Screen? 
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Getting Started: Materials

◆ An Empty Wall (Mount)
◆ Eliminate natural light

◆ Green Screen
◆ Table Cloth
◆ Fabric 
◆ Felt
◆ Paper

◆ Extra Material 
◆ Painted Sticks
◆ Magnifying Glass 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YZo2sO2Iq0Br77_phAjQ6feOPgfy3iE2/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1pF-s0h5hmBevKTCP8lmQ8rxd3M9deYPq/preview


Getting Started: Tutorial
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Green Screen Magic: Basic use

◆ Traditional green screen
◆ Pockets/containers
◆ Floating objects
◆ Reverse green screen

56
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Green Screen Magic: Basic use

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0w-2Vp8edU
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Fu2k8alqY7s7XIKSBYwiy-F7c6Ss_dbW/preview


Green Screen: 
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You can 
download 
premade 

activities!

Overview: 

◆ Used For: Making things appear or 
disappear from background

◆ Need: Materials exact color of your 
green screen (fabric, paper, box)

◆ Tip: Nice to be able to move around 

Pocket Affect

Reverse

◆ Used For: Prop or background 
based activities

◆ Need: Wall, fabric, table cloth, 
paper , etc. 

◆ Tip:  Manually select background 
color

Traditional 

◆ Used for: Revealing parts of your 
background, but hiding the rest

◆ Need: Object of solid color, but not 
same as green screen ((I.e. 
magnifying glass)

◆ Tip: Closer you bring object to 
camera, more it reveals

Floating Objects 
◆ Used For: Making things float in the 

background
◆ Need: Stick  exact color of your 

green screen 
◆ Tip: Can use tablecloth or cloth to 

make yourself float as a special 
effect

Interactive 
Powerpoints



Why Interactive Powerpoints? 
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◆ Doesn’t involve lots of technology
◆ Kids love it! 

◆ Engaging, sense of control, and surprises 
◆ Great for in person therapy 

Interactive Powerpoints 
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Interactive Powerpoints 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/811599349365041


Interactive Powerpoints 

64

Interactive Powerpoint: Remove Background
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Modifying and 
Scaffolding 

Activities
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Modifying and Scaffolding Activities

◆ Emulators
◆ Visual Supports
◆ Routines
◆ Schedules & Token Economies
◆ Movement Breaks
◆ Screen shots
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Emulators 
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◆ Mimic AAC devices 
◆ Visual prompts
◆ Aided Language Stimulation 

Visual Supports on the Fly
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Where did the 
story take 
place? 



Routines

◆ Don’t forget the value of routines! 
◆ Readiness to learn
◆ Increasing on-task behavior
◆ Organization of new learning

◆ Especially important for new virtual learners or those who have had 
unsuccessful experiences with teletherapy!
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Schedules & Token Economies 
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Movement breaks

◆ Break time
◆ Reward
◆ Target listening comprehension skills 
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Screenshots
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◆ MUST HAVE!!!
◆ Varies based on your specific operating system

Additional Tips and Resources
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Additional Tips

◆ Don’t rush!
◆ Remember to create opportunities then 

“pause”
◆ Use the same activity for multiple students
◆ Don’t reinvent the wheel
◆ Be cognizant of your clothing color if using 

green screen!
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Additional Tips
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Build your own virtual playground!

“
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https://bit.ly/TeletherapyinterventionARKSHA 

Thanks!
Any questions?
You can find us at

lynsey.lobdell@gmail.com

bnorton@bentonvillek12.org
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